ANNUAL  REPORT  OP'  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  3 1ST  DECEMBER..-  1941 . 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Pontefract. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and 
consideration  an  Interim  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough 
during  the  year  '1941.  It  is  my  twentieth  Annual  Report,  and  on 
account  of  the  abnormal  circumstances  prevailing,  has  been 
curtailed  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Minister  of 
Health,  as  set,  out  in  Circular  2604. 

The  Report  is  confined  to  essential  matters  and.,  as  in  my 
Reports -for  1939  and  1940;  much  of  the  statistical  information 
normally  given  has  been  omitted.  After  the  termination  of  the 
war  a  report  will  be  made  dealing  fully  with  the  period  from 
the  beginning  of  1939  to  the  end  of  the  last  complete  year. 

t  m 

•PART  ONE.  o;,, 

'lYj-  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  of  the  Borough:  4 ,865  acres' 

.Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population:  21,130 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1941)  according  to 

Rate  Books:  5>556 

Rateable  Value:  £119; 423-  (1940:  £118, 65a) 

Sun  represented  by  penny  rate:  £461.  (1940:  £466) 

•  7,  •  • 

Extracts  from -Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

203 

195 

398' 

Illegitimate 

5 

-I  10 

15 

.Total' 

208 

205 

413 

Birth,  rate,  per  1,000  est 

imated 

resident  population: 

19.5 

Stillbirths : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

11 

7  ' 

18 

Illegitimate  t . . 

0 

0  ’• 

0 

-  Total 

11 

7 

18 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

( live 

and  still)  births: 

41.8 

%  \  4 
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Deaths:  Male 

All  causes  . . .  152 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population: 
Puerperal  causes 
Cancer 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 


Diarrhoea  (under 

2  years) 


27 

0 

1 

0 


Female 

109 

12*4  (crude) 
0 
19 
1 

0 

0 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births 


Total 

261 

0 

46 

1 

1 

0 


79 

77 

133 


The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following 
table : 


Table  I. 


Causes  of  death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

1 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

0 

1 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 

11 

6 

17 

Tuberculosis,  non- pulmonary 

3 

1 

4  • 

Syphilitic  diseases 

3  • 

1 

4 

Influenza 

l 

0 

1 

Measles 

0 

1 

1- 

Cancer 

27 

19 

46 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

13 

17 

39 

Heart  disease 

33 

23 

56 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

0 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

9 

13 

22 

Pneumonia 

9 

9 

18 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Appendicitis 

0 

1 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

0 

3 

Nephritis 

2 

2 

4 

Premature  birth 

7 

4 

11 

Congenital  causes,  etc. 

5 

2 

7 

Road  traffic  accidents 

5 

0 

5 

Other  violent  causes 

6 

2 

0 

Suicide 

l 

0 

1 

All  other  causes 

ll 

5 

16 

*  Totals 

*  152 

109 

261 

u 


261  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year*  19  less  than  in 
the  previous  year.  This  figure  gives  a  crude  death  rate  of  12.4, 

1.0  less  than  in  1940.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  12.9* 

Of  the  261  deaths  occurring,  33  were  in  children  under  1;  year 
of  age,  an  increase  of  4.  Female  deaths  numbered  109,  H  less  than 
were  recorded  last  year 5  whilst  male  deaths  numbered  152,  a  decrease 
of  8. 

Heart  disease,  gives  the  highest  death  rate,  56  deaths  having 
been  registered  as  due  to  this  cause,  5  less  than  last  year.  Cancer 
was  responsible  for  46  deaths,  14  more  than  in  1940,  whilst  intra¬ 
cranial  vascular  lesions  accounted  for  30  deaths,  11  less  than  in 
the  previous  year. 


Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  accounted  for  42  deaths,  the 
same  figure  as  for  last  year;  whilst  diseases  of  the  digestive 
system  were  responsible  for  4  deaths,  a  decrease  of  11. 

i".  .  •  #  '  % 

Infective  diseases  were  given  as  cause  of  death  in  30  cases, 
an  increase  of  1.  '  ■-  ■ 

Infant  Mortality., 

.  .  1.  <-.• 

\ •••.  ••  :>-j n  rt 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants,  under  one  year  of  age  was  33 ? 

4  more  than  in  1940;^  this  yields  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  79  £er 
1,000  births,  as>  compared  With  74  in  the  previous  year.  The  high  > 
figure  for  pneumonia  in  194-0  continued  during  the- present  year,  and 
is  again  responsible  for  the  fairly  high  infant  mortality  rate;  the 
9  deaths  from  pneumonia  represent  a  rate.,  of  22  per  thousand  live  r 
births,  which  constitutes  28  per  cent  of  the  total  rate  of  79*  It 
will  be  recollected  that  during  the  past  two  winters  sever  climatic 
conditions  have  been  experienced;  these -coincide  with  the  high 
fatality  rate  for  pneumonia.  Only  10  infant  deaths  occurred  in  this 
disease  during  the  triennial  period  1937  -  9,  compared  with  19  in  the 
past  two  years.  The  average  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  period 
1938  ~  194-1  is  65.  The  1941  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  59* 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  infant  deaths  and 
age  groups. 


Table  II. 


f  ■ 

Causes  of  death 

•  -"-c  Age  groups 

-  AH  ages 
Under  1 
vear  ■ 

Under  1  week 

’  h  •  ••  • 

1  and  under  2  weeks 

2  and  under  3  weeks 

„  .  'u. 
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1 — 1 

Who oping  Cough 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Tuberculous  meningitis 

• 

• 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Congenital  syphilis 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

4 

2 

2 

3 

6 

9 

Congenital  malformation 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

A 

Congenital  debility 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

4 

Prematurity 

6 

3 

1 

1 

7 

4 

r\ 

11 

I 

Injury  at  birth 

1 

1 

0 

1 

n 

Icterus  Neonatorum 

1 

l 

0 

1 

Totals 

9 

2 

0 

5 

9 

4 

2 

2 

18  ] 

15 

33 

Maternal  Mortality. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  maternal  causes  during  the  year. 
The  following  figures  show  the  position  during  the  past  five 
years : - 


rv 

Year 


193  7 
1938 


1939 

1940 

1941 

* 


Ho.  of  maternal 
deaths 


Rate  per  1,000  ■ 
(live  dnd  still)  births 


4.67 

2.36 

2.45 
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P  A  R  T  T  W  O'. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  arrangements  for  maternity  and  child  welfare  are  as  last 
year.  Attendances  at  the  Centre  by  children  under  1  year  numbered 
4,560,  the  number  of  children  between  1  and  5  years  attending 
being  1,156.  These  figures  represent  a  slight  decrease  on  those 
of  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  children  who  first  attended 
at  the  Centre  during  the  year  rose  from  358  to  366  and  the  total 
number  of  children  who  attended  was  585?  14  more  than  in  1940. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  was  9,501  as 
compared  with  6,766-  in  the  previous  year.  291  expectant  mothers 
attended  at  the  Ante -Natal  Clinic  during  the  year,  an  increase 
of  19  on  the  previous  year. 


9,949  lbs.  of  dried  milk  was  supplied  to  parents.  It  was 
sold  at  cost  price,  except  in  necessitous  cases,  where  it  was 
supplied  free  of  charge.. 

Home  Nursing,  Ambulance  Service:  Hospitals,  and  Laboratory  faciliti 

\  : 

These  services  are  as  last  year. 


PART  THREE. 

'  •  V  V  l< 

PREVALENCE  OF,  Alto  CONTROL  OVER, 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

967  cases  of  disease  were  notified  during  1941.  This  is  an 
increase  of  463  on  the  previous  year's  figure.  The  increase  is  due 
to  the  operation  of  the  Measles  and  Whoopin g  Cough  Regulations 
under  which  573  cases  of  measles  and  17 1  of  whooping  cough  were 
notified.  Substantial  decreases  were  recorded  in  scarlet  fever  (17) , 
pneumonia  (35)?  and  chickenpox  (69).  6  cases  of  enteric  fever. were 

notified  during  the  year,  this  disease  being  absent  in  1940.  There 
was  a  decrease  of  25  ip  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  notified. 
During  1941,  513  children  were  immunised  against  this  disease;  this 
represents  some  107-  of  the  child  population.  The  513  consists  of 
134  children  under  5  yeans  and  379  of  five  years  and  Over. _  It  is 
estimated  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  3 0^  of  the  children  in  the 
Borough  had  received  protective  treatment. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the.  Year  1941.  ■■■•' 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  incidence  .of 
notifiable  diseases.  ,  • 

Table  III. 


Total 

notified  cases 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total 

deaths 

Diseases 

Civilian 

Non- 

Civilian 

Civilian 

Non- 

Civilian 

Civilian 

Non-. 
Civilian  1 

Scarlet  fever 

.  14 

3 

13 

3 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

20 

2 

20 

2 

'  0 

0 

Enteric  fever 

6 

0 

6 

- 

0 

- 

Pneumonia 

.  33 

.  2 

0 

.2 

18 

0 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

2  ■ 

0 

2 

- 

0 

—  - 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

12 

0 

12 

tart 

2 

_  ■  '  V- 

Dysentery 

1 

0 

0 

- 

0 

.  c 

Erysipelas 

22 

.  0 

0 

- 

0 

- 

Cinckenpox 

67 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Measles 

573 

0 

0 

- 

1 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

171 

"0 

0 

1 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

In  the  following  table  new  cases  and  mortality  are  classified. 

Table  IV. 


New 

cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  periods 

Respiratory 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  5  years 

. 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

5  and  under  15 

3 

1 

1 

1 

15  and  under  25 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

25  ana  under  35 

8 

2 

4 

2 

- 

35  and  under  45 

2 

2 

3 

2 

45  and  under  55 

4 

2 

3 

2 

55  and  under  65 
65  and  over 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

24  ■ 

10 

.  2 

4 

15 

■  ;  8 : 

• 

1 

2  ; 

The 

register 


following  table . summarises  particulars  contained  on  the 

Table  V. 


Number  of  cases  on  register 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Total 

in 

register 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

At  the  commencement  of  1941 

65 

46 

32 

26 

169 

Notified  under  the  Regulations 
of  1930  for  the  first  time 
during  1941 

23 

10 

1 

3 

» 

37 

Brought  to  notice  otherwise 
than  by  formal  notification 

1  . 

0 

1 

1 

3 

Removed  during  1941 

18 

11 

3 

5 

37 

At  the  end  of  1941 

71 

45 

31 

25 

172 

o 


\ 


3 


The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the  register  are  stated 
in  the  following  table. 

Table  VI. 


Respiratory 

lion-respiratory 

Totals 

Entries  relating  to  - 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Persons  v/ho  have  died  '  . 

15 

8 

1 

2 

26 

Persons  certified  by  the 

1  f 

medical  practitioner  in 
attendance  to  have  recovered 

1  1  ‘v, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Persons  who  have  ceased  to. 
reside  permanently  in  the 
district 

2 

2 

1 

2 

7 

Totals 

18 

11 

3 

5 

3? 

Primary  notifications  pursuant  to  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1930,  were  received  in  respect  of- 37  case's,  and  3  cases 
were  brought  to  notice  otherwise  than  by  formal  notification, 

26  -deaths  were  classified  to  Tuberculosis,  an.  increase  of.  11  on 
last  year's  figure. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  ’of  the 
services,  rendered  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  by  the 
Ladies'  Voluntary  Committee, 

p  ■  I  am,  ..Gentlemen, 

Your  'obedient  Servant, 

'  \  ’  '  1  h 

W .  T .  HESSSL ,  M.  B . ,,  Ch .  B .  , 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the 

YEAR  ENDED  31ST  DECEMBER  1941. 


Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual. Report  for  the  year, 
1941.  It  is  an  Interim  Report  consisting  mainly  of  a  resume  01 
the  more  important  activities  of  the  Department;  and  much  statistical- 
information  has  been  kept  over  for  a  comprehensive  report  at  a 
more  opportune  time.  Considerable  time  was  spent  in  Civil  Deience 
organisation,  and  all  other  matters  dealt  with  during  the  ye 
contributed,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  war  effort .  i/attero 
of  some  importance  in  peace-time,  but  not  expedient  ui  e  - 
conditions,  have  been  eliminated  from  the  routine  work  o.  the 

Department. 
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PART  0  II  E. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  HOUSING. 

Water  Supply . 

Office  records  indicate  that  all  houses  in  the  Borough  are 
connected  to  the  public  supply. 

The  supply  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  A  sample 
taken  during  the  year  for  chemical  examination  was  reported  upon 
as  being  of  good  organic  purity,  well  suited  for  drinking  and  - 
domestic  purposes.  Details  of  the  analysis  are  as  follows 

Grains  per  gallon 

18.0 
1.0 
None 
*300 
.0014 
.0007 

t  *  '  y 

9-0 
7*4 

Bacterial  control  was  maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  all 
the  samples  taken  were  reported . upon  as  highly  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  and  Drainage . 

* 

.  i  •  s  '  , 

No  general  improvement  in, sanitary  accommodation  could  be 
reported,  the  standard  being  already  high,  and  almost  entirely  on 
the  water-carriage  system.  The  few  remaining  unsatisfactory 
features  will  disappear  when  slum  clearance  work  is  resumed. 

Systematic  street-by-street  improvements  in  drainage  were  not 
possible,  but  much  useful  work  was  done  in  this  respect  following 
the  receipt  of  complaints.  In  the  older  propertie-s  In  the  town  a 
difficulty  often  met  with  is  the.  absence  of  adequate  means  of 
access  for  inspection  and  cleansing  of  drainage  systems;  but  this 
matter  will  come  up  for  review  when  Improvement  Schefnes  are  again 
iM'vf’er  consideration,  and  in  the  meanwhile  only  minimum  repairs  . 
vl'e  sought.  ’  '  - ",  v. 

Premises  Controlled  by  Bye-laws . 

• 

Common  lodging-houses ,  registered  houses-let-in-lodgings ,  and 
offensive  trades  we  re  kept  under  observation,  and  call.,  for  no 
further  comment  in  this  report.  Fish- frying  premises  are  no  longe 
officially  classed  as  offensive  trades,  and  the  Council’s  consent 
for  establishment  is  no  longer  required.  But  control  over 
cleanliness  and  structural  fitness  is  now  provided  for  by  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  and  regular  inspections  are  made. 


Total  solids 
Chlorine  (combined) 
Nitrites 
Nitrates 
Free  ammonia 
Albuminoid  ammonia 

Total  hardness 
pH  value 


> 
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Rrqdication  of  Vermin . 

Thp  disinfestation  of  houses  by  means  of  hydrogen  cyanide  was 
ine  aisinie&odoi^  on  nrpmi^p'?  receiving  treatment .  The 

This .  type  of  Control  ih^hfe  future  letting 

ofqsieh  houtes  is’giver.  to  toe  Department  by  the  Housing  Committee, 
In  this  way  verminous  infestation  of  Corporation  houses  should 
eventually  be  eliminated. 

t+  nnt  hp  nossible  to  adopt  with  much  hope  of  success 

SSSnS 

ra^,svSj^ 

appropriate  time. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction^. 

Tti  November  1940  a  rat-catcher  was  appointed  to  the  Corporati 
Steffi  During6 the^ysar  under  review  he  was  employed  on^atocatcnr 
in  the  Borough  for  an  aggregate  of  40  weeks.  P  , 

number  of  rats  hilled  by  ^in^a^dtoappxng  was^^,  ^  ?0  . 

poisoned  Delias-  were  -isiu ^  o  were 

nf>  cr->q  2,pner°ting  material  was  used.  Thus  some  2^75  , 

used'.  The  number  of  complaints  regarding  rat  infestations  had 
decreased  considerably  by  toe  end  of  the  year. 

that  as  little  wastage  as  possible  is  caused  uy  wi  »  f 

n 

Housing . 

toUwiilbbe  renlised°  toaOon  * 

statutory1^ ver crowding  -  there  is  ‘^m^ch^rnmodation 

available  for  emergency  purpow  •  «  families  in  the  town 

indicated  that  well  over  40  per  cent  of  families,  in^  couM 

were  so  housed  that  toe. number  o^p-  rcrow(3ing.)  and  although  -r 
be  doubled  without  causing  stotuto  y.  &  billeting  of 

much  of  this  spare  accommodation  h=s  ^!?“ause°fLr  a  reasonable 
various  kinds,  it  is  by  no  means  exhausted.  Alter  houslng„ 

&  dealing  with  the, 

housing  problem  in  all  its  aspects. 


.  i 
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Considerable  difficulty  was  again  experienced  in  getting 
housing  defects  remedied,  despite  the  fact  that 'no  works  were 
asked  for  unless  the  defective  conditions  involved  constituted  a 
statutory  nuisance  or  were  prejudicial  to  health  'and  in  need  of 
urgent  attention.'.  In  43  instances  it  Was  necessary  to  ask  the 
Council  for  authority  to  serve  statutory  notices,  and  in  9  cases 
to  ask  for  authority  to  execute  works  in  default.  Much  of  the 
delay  in  getting  works  done  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the  diversion 
both  of  materials  and' labour  to  work  of  immediate  national 
importance,  but  in  a  number  of  cases  advantage  of  this  position 
was  taken  by  certain  agents  and  owners. 

In  the  case  of  a  few  houses  included  in  the  -'Council '  s 
Clearance  Programme,  tenants  were  rehoused  on  an  informal" 
undertaking  given  by  the  owners  concerned  that  the.  premises 
would  not  be  re  let.  These  houses  could  not  have  been  rendered 
reasonably  fit,  even  on  war-time  standards,  except  at  excessive 
cost. 

*  ... 

•  •  *  . ,  '  . 

PART  TWO. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

*  N  " 

Meat  Supply. 


The  Pontefract  Industrial  Co-operative  Society's  slaughter¬ 
house.  continues  to  be  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  as  a  Central 
Abattoir,  where  meat  is -prepared  for  distribution  to  retailers 
in  the.  Borough,  in  the  Featherstone  and  Knottingley  Urban  Districts, 
and  in  the  Osgoldcros's  Rural  District.  ■  The  whole  of  the  meat 
slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir  was  inspected. 


The  numbers' of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  are:- 

V;  •  .  V 

Beasts  1,834  (including  393  co.ws’) 

Calves  588  ,  ,  . 

Sheep  7,439 

pigs  1,280  ■:  ■? 


the  total  number  being  11,141. 


The  numbers  of  carcases  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  are:- 


•  t 

_ 

Tuberculosis  .  Other  Diseases 

Total 

Beasts 

1  .  '  ' 

47i  (22  cows) 

8i 

- 

56 

Calves 

1  ;  •  • 

- 

l 

Pigs 

2 

5, 

7 

Sheep 

9 1 

9± 

goi 

23_ 

The  numbers  of 

organs  and  parts  found 

.  to  be 

unfit 

are :  - 

(a)  due  to  tuberculosis 

776 

■(b)  due  to  other  conditions 

946 

a  total  of  1,722  organs  and 

• 

parts. 

% 

A  total  weight 

of  22  tons,  14  cwts. , 

3  qtrs. 

,  12 

lbs . , 

of  meat  was  condemned  as  unfit. 


Close  co-operation  exists  between  this  Department  and  the 
District  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries; 
and  all  information  regarding  diseases  diagnosed  at  the  abattoir 
v/hich  may  be  of  assistance  to  the  Ministry  is  forwarde^to  them. 

An  unsatisfactory  feature  at  the  abattoir  is  the  lack  of 
proper  facilities  for  the  temporary  storage  of  imported  meat. 

Such  meat  is  frequently  deposited  on  the  ground  in  -the  abattoir 
yard  and  thereby  exposed  to  serious  contamination.  Proper 
accommodation  should  be  provided. 

'  •>  •:  :  >V. 

Milk  Supply . 

r  j  -  ;  p  ..  .  ' 

All  farms  in  the  Borough  were  inspected  at  regular  intervals 
and  special  attention  was  directed  to  the  conditions  of  utensils, 
and  to  the  methods  adopted  by  producers.  In  most  cases,  conditions 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory*  Samples  of  milk  from  each  farm 
were  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test,  and  in  all 
but  three  cases  the  milks  were  shown  to  be  clean. 

The  milch  beasts  in  the  Borough  were  examined  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  during  the  year,  and  at  least  two  animals  were 
slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938* 

One  pasteuriser’s  licence  is  in  force  in  the  Borough.  . 

Several  inspections  were  made,  and  on  most  occasions  conditions 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Four  of  the  ten  samples  of 
pasteurised  milk  taken  by  the  Department  failed  to  reach  the 
standard  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Supervision  of  Food  Premises. 

Most  of  the  food  premises  in  the  Borough  were  visited  during 
the  year,  and  violations  against  various  statutory  provisions 
relating  to  these  premises  were  rectified.  Action  under  the 
Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  193&5 
section  10  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order,  1926,  were  taken  as  necessary;  many  improvements  v/ere 
obtained,  and  conditions  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  generally 
satisfactory.  '  '  -  . 


P  .4  R  T  THREE. 

Special  Duties . 

I  hold  the  following  war-time  Offices 

Civil  Defence  Ambulance  Service  Officer, 

Civil  Defence  Mortuary  Service  Officer, 

Gas  Contamination  Officer, 

Chief  Billeting  Officer,  r-  ; 

Officer- in-Charge,  Casualty  Information  Bureau, 

Food  Salvage  Officer. 

I  am  appointed  the  Authorised  Officer  of  the  Council  to  issue 
Certificates  on  behalf  of  the  Corporation  under  Sub-section  5(1) 
of  the  Landlord  and  Tenant  (War  Damage) (Amendment)  Act ,  1941,  as 
to  the  fitness  after  repair  of  houses  rendered  unfit  by  war 
damage,  and  to  exercise  the  functions  of  the  Corporation  unaer 
the  Sub-section. 

The  Services  for  which  I  am  responsible  comprise  some  170 . 
volunteers.  Apart  from  billeting,  the  work  done  in  these  Serviceo 
has  been  connected  v/ith  organisation  and  training,  the  nee  a  tor 
operational  v/crk  not  yet  having  presented  itself. 


Billeting  Services . 


This  Service  provides  for  the  billeting  of  Civil  Defence 
Personnel,  homeless  persons,  war-workers,  and  other  persons  falling 
into  any  of  the  priority  classes  stipulated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health;  and  for  the  issue  of  billeting  certificates  to  persons 
rendered  homeless. by  enemy  action. 

At  the  beginning  of  1941,  121  -evacuees  (72  adults  and  49 
children)  were  billeted  in  the  Borough.  During  the  year  3 10 
further  evacuees  were  received,  comprising'  129  adults  and  l8l 
children,  whilst  during  the  same  period  303  evacuees  (146  adults  . 
and  157  children)  ceased  to  be  officially  billeted;  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  the  number  of  evacuees  billeted  in  the  Borough 
was  128.  These  may  be  classified  as  follows :- 

Unaccompanied  children  .28 

Children  (accompanied  by  mother)  45 

Mothers  (with  their  children)  29 

Other  adults  2o 

» 

Throughout  the  year  billets  for  war-workers  were  supplied 
on  request,  and  advice  and  information  were  given  on  innumerable 
problems  connected  with  evacuation,  billeting,  and  kindred 
matters . 

A  Billeting  Survey  of  the  town  was  commenced  in  January,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  4,500  houses  had  been  visited.  From  these 
houses  1,300  voluntary  billets  were  obtained,  whilst  the  total 
number  of  billets  available  in  emergency  numbered  some  4,000. 

Staff. 

» 

At  the  opening  of  the  year  the  Department  was  one  Inspector 
short.  Mr* •  J.  R.  Lister  filled  this  vacancy  in  January,  but  was 
off  duty  from  the  following  April  due  to  illness;  and  it  is  with 
regret  that  I  record  his  death,  which  occurred  in  July  1941. 

Difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  the  services  of  a 
suitably  qualified  successor,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  an 
appointment  had  not  been  made. 

Mr.  R.  Durant,  Clerk  in  the  Department',  reported  for 
Military  Service  in  August  1941;  this  contingency  had  been 
anticipated  by  the  appointment  of  a  Junior  Clerk,  Mr.  J.  H.  Rhodes, 
a  few  months  previously. 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Archer  joined  the  staff  as  Billeting  Assistant  in 
June  1941,  and  was  appointed  Welfare  Officer  in  the  following 
December. 

The  work  of  the  staff  has  been  in  every  respect  satisfactory. 


I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 


L.  WALSH,  M.R.San.I . ,  M.S.I.A. 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

•  1 

Public  Health  Department, 

Municipal  Offices, 

Pontefract. 


